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management education
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Changes announced in 
College leadership
International 
Students Add Spice 
to College Life
by Kelly Coleman
Q h ere  is nothing better than a potluck 
in an international lab. Can you imagine 
having contributions from China, India, 
Bulgaria, France, and Korea?” says Dr. Ned 
Hahn, an associate professor in the Depart­
ment of Veterinary Pathobiology.
The diversity of graduate students’ cul­
tural backgrounds at the College is like a 
potluck, with each student bringing a unique 
set of ideas and experiences. International 
students come to Illinois for an experience 
that, for a number of reasons/ may not be 
available to them in their home countries.
According to Dr. Hahn, international 
students are attracted to the College because 
of its reputation. Our reputation is strength­
ened through faculty collaborations at insti­
tutions in Germany, Brazil, Argentina, 
China, Italy, and Chile. Articles in veterinary 
journals and former graduate students who 
return to their native countries also spread 
the word ab«ut Illinois. The College Web 
site is another source of information for 
prospective students worldwide.
Varied Roads Lead to Illinois
Dr. Luis Gondim, graduate student from 
Brazil, had met Dr. Walter Hoffmann, vet­
erinary pathobiology, when Dr. Hoffmann 
was lecturing in Brazil. Dr. Gondim was also 
attracted by the neosporosis research done 
by Dr. M ilton M cAllister, veterinary 
pathobiology, who now serves as Dr. 
Gondim’s advisor.
Dr. JDavid Gross, head of the veterinary 
biosciences department, said most interna­
tional graduate students in his program come 
through word of mouth, referred by some­
one who was previously in the program. 
“Many come for specific skills they can get 
only here,” he says.
Dr. Srikanth Yellayi of Bangalore, India, 
heard about the College from a professor in 
India who had received a doctorate in physi­
ology from the University of Illinois. Simi­
larly, Dr. Peiyong Zhai was recommended 
through a colleague at the teaching hospital
International Students continued on page 6
D r. H e rb e r t  W h ite le y  A ccepts C o llege D ean  Position
On April 16, Dr. Richard Herman, University of Illinois Provost and Vice Chancellor 
for Academic Affairs, announced that Professor Herbert E. Whiteley would assume the 
deanship of the College of Veterinary Medicine effective August 21, 2001, subject to 
the approval of the Board of Trustees.
Dr. Whiteley is currently professor and head of the Department of Pathobiology 
and Veterinary Science, director of the Connecticut Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory, 
and interim director of the Office of Animal Research Services at the University of 
'Connecticut in Storrs.
Dr. Herman noted “Herb is a proven administrator, has a strong research back­
ground and is held in high regard nationally, as confirmed in my conversations with a 
number of individuals. All point to his ability to lead the College to greater levels of 
excellence.”
Veterinary Report will offer a full profile of our new dean in the summer issue.
Illinois Alumna Sees Global Health 
Implications in Zoo Patients
by Kelly Coleman
D f Jennifer Langan holds 5-day-old Tiguak, a 500-gram baby polar bear 
with hypothermia and low blood glucose. D r Tom Meehan (left), Head 
o f Veterinary Services Department at Brookfield Zoo, administers 
treatment.Veterinarians stepped in after the bear’s mother failed to  care 
for her
0 h a t  does a chameleon with 
reproductive problems have to 
do" with public health and 
safety?
- For Dr. Jennifer (Erdt- 
mann) Langan (’96), this is 
not a riddle, but one of the 
M intriguing questions for which 
she seeks answers as the vet­
erinary resident for the Con- 
• servation Medicine, Center of 
Chicago (CMCG).
The CMCC is a collabo­
ration among the Chicago 
Zoological Society, which 
operates Brookfield Zoo;
Loyola University 'Chicago 
Stritch School of Medicine; 
and the University of Illinois 
College of Veterinary Medicine.
CM CC brings together professionals 
from many'disciplines, including scientists, 
clinicians, environmentalists, and informa­
tion gatherers, to study the comprehensive 
relationship among animals, people, and the 
environment; how animals and people each 
affect the ecosystem; and how changes in the! 
ecosystem affect the health of all species.
For the past year, Dr. Langan has been 
working with the CMCC to provide clini­
cal care to Brookfield Zoo animals. Her po­
sition gives her the opportunity to notice
firsthand trends of disease in animal species. 
Through early detection of diseases that may 
jump from one species to another, Dr. 
Langan and her colleagues at the CMCC are 
better equipped to raise sOcietal_awareness 
of potential pubjic health, food safety, ani­
mal health, and environmental health issues.
Clinicians like Dr. Langan treat many 
different species and notice changes in the 
conditions of animals—for instance, the 
chameleon with reproductive problems. In 
Illinois Alumna continued on page 4
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by DrTedValli
M y own goals are to return to a 
faculty role and to contribute to 
the teaching, service, and research 
programs o f  the College.
Q s  I reach the end of my deanship, I see a 
very bright future for research at this cam­
pus, particularly for biological research with 
the potential to improve human and animal 
health. The excitement generated by recent 
developments is palpable in this age of tools, 
manipulations, and determinations that were 
previously impossible.
The completion of the sequencing of the 
human genome is an achievement of the 
same magnitude as putting a man on the 
moon. There will be no rest for the sequenc­
ers, or their machines. The genome of the 
mouse will be completed shortly, followed 
by those of other laboratory animals and, 
finally, of domestic animals. Our colleagues 
in agronomy will soon achieve sequencing 
of the genome for corn, sqybeans, and rice.
As information accumulates on the 
genomes of plants and animals, researchers 
become dependent on massive computing 
capacity. This campus will be able to couple 
expertise in genomics with strength in com­
puter science and information technology.
Our campus plans to capitalize on the 
biotechnology era by developing a post­
genomics institute. We are hoping that, along 
with a building where DNA from plants, 
animals, and microbes will be sequenced, 
compared, and m anipulated, the post­
genomics institute will include a campus- 
administered biocontainment building.
The campus biotechnology initiative 
propels several powerful interdisciplinary 
research efforts on the horizon for veterinary 
medicine:
• Cattle bred for increased resistance to 
infectious diseases while retaining pro­
duction efficiency. At the Dixon Springs 
Agricultural Center we and colleagues in 
the College of Agricultural, Consumer 
and Environmental Sciences have estab­
lished a 200-head breeding herd using 
line-breeding strategies based on the im­
munological detection of specific genetic 
loci. We will use molecular techniques 
and embryo transplantation in the future.
• An exploration, with the College of 
ACES, into the genetic aspect’s of repro­
duction. Funds have been approved to 
hire three researchers in this area, which 
builds on our strengths in reproductive 
biology and environmental toxicology.
• With the Colleges of AGES, Applied Life 
Studies, and Medicine, research into 
aging. We will examine the roles of nu­
trition and exercise in cognition and in 
delaying and reversing the aging process. 
Our faculty in equine medicine and sur­
gery will apply their understanding of the 
horse as an animal athlete to the study of 
human health.
• With the College of ALS, inquiries into 
using stem cells to repair central nervous
DnPaul Gerding Named Clinic Chief of Staff
r
“I am always locking 
for some new apd 
interesting venture,” 
says Dr. Paul Gerding, 
who was- named chief 
of staff of the Small 
Animal Clinic at the 
Veterinary Teaching Hospital after Dr. 
Alan Parkers retirement in January (see the 
story on page 5).
As the clinic’s services and physical struc­
ture have grown, so has, the need for some­
one to fac ilita te  standard operating 
procedures in the clinic. The chief of staff 
position was created so that day-to-day needs 
of clients, faculty, and staff in the clinic could 
be handled efficiently and responsively.
Dr. Gerding’s areas of responsibility in­
clude overseeing the operation of records and 
cashiering; communicating with clients; 
facilitating cooperation among clinical 
sections; organizing site visits by accrediting 
agencies;'assisting in strategic planning for 
finances, facilities, and equipment; and 
assuming leadership in the absence of Dr. 
Warwick Arden, head of the hospital and 
of the Department of Veterinary Clinical 
Medicine.
Dr. Gerding says: “After two months I 
still find the position has a lot of potential. 
I look forward to working with a variety of 
people to solve problems.-’
He will continue teaching courses in oph­
thalmology and seeing patients as he works 
in his new position. ■
system injuries. Stem cells can home to a 
site of injury and differentiate to repair a 
defect. Dogs with spinal disc injuries will 
.provide a m eaningful and eth ically  
derived animal model for developing 
these strategies.
Other areas of' collaborative work will 
focus our current strengths in epidemiology 
and infectious diseases on problems in food 
safety and human health. Our researchers 1 
will explore whether the use of antibiotics as 
growth promoters in animals has an impact 
on the incidence of antibiotic-resistant 
infections in human hospitals.
My own goals are to return to a faculty ‘ 
role and to contribute to the teaching, ser- | 
vice, arid research programs of the College. | 
We are currently short of academic patholo- 1 
gists. In past years, I have assisted in the labo- : 
ratories for first-year,'first-semester histology 
to get to know the students. I look forward ') 
to expanding those duties as I rejoin the 
teaching of our professional students. >.
I hope to work in both clinical and ana- j 
tomic pathology, as I have done in the past, f 
A fertile area of work is getting the cytolo- 
gists and histologists to listen to each other 
in the interpretation of tumor biology. I have 
attended many meetings on hematopathol- 
ogy at medical schools and am applying that 
information to problems in animals. I am 
also intrigued by the possibility of applying 
DNA micro-array chip strategies to finger- , 
print tumors in animals in order to better ; 
determine the normal biology of tumor sub- 
types and the most effective therapy.
In all these years in academia, I’ve always 1 
been too involved with programs and stu- s 
dents to have a real sabbatical leave. Once I 
get back into the trenches, I’m looking for-J 
ward to some quiet time to catch up on the ■ 
chapters I’ve agreed to write and the book 
I’ve been planning for years.
The College is poised to grow and sue- ‘ 1 
ceed, and I’m looking forward to contribut­
ing to that progress in another role. ■
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Interim Pathobiology 
Department Head Named
In late March, Dr. Wanda Haschek-Hock 
announced that she was stepping down as 
head of the Department of Veterinary 
Pathobiology and returning to her role as 
faculty member. Dr. James Zachary (IL177), 
professor of pathology, was named interim 
department head. A national search will be 
conducted to identify a new department 
head. ■
Sign Up Now for Next 
Swine EVP
Why should you sign, up for the Executive 
Veterinary Program in swine health manage­
ment that begins in October? Dr. Max 
Rodibaugh, owner Swine Health Services, 
LLC, in Frankfort, Ind., gave these reasons 
in his graduation address to his EVP class­
mates last year:
“Experts from numerous disciplines 
sharedfreely of their knowledge. Classmates 
shared freely of their experiences and knpwl- 
edge. We learned of new opportunities in 
the pork chain and, because of EVP, we are 
better equipped to find and address those 
opportunities.”
Dr. Rodibaugh delivered the Howard 
Dianne Memorial Lecture in February at the 
32nd Annual Meeting of the American 
Association of Swine Veterinarians.
To find out more about the Executive 
Veterinary Program at the University of Illi­
nois, call Dr. Larry Firkins at 217/333-2907 
or visit the Web site: www.EVPillinois.org. ■
Educational Outreach
Q o r  nearly a decade Illinois’s anesthesiol­
ogy section has been helping to shape the 
emerging field of pain management. Now 
through the creation of a national consor­
tium this expertise will be made more avail­
able to practicing veterinarians and their staff 
through continuing education at meetings 
and on the Web. •
Dr. William Tranquilli, professor of an­
esthesiology with appointments in all three 
of the College’s academic departments, is one 
of four veterinarians recently named to the 
national leadership council of the new 
Companion Animal Pain Management 
Consortium. The consortium, supported by 
Pfizer Animal Health as well as by Illinois 
and two other veterinary colleges, was cre­
ated to promote excellence in companion 
animaJ pain management.
Also on the leadership council, which 
was announced in February at the Western 
Veterinary Conference in Las Vegas, are Dr. 
James Gaynor, Colorado State University;
Dr. Charles Short, University of Tennessee; 
and Dr. Steven Fox, Pfizer Animal Health.
A primary goal of the consortium is edu­
cation about effective pain management, not 
only for practitioners but also for veterinary 
students and technicians and animal own­
ers. The consortium wilh provide continu­
ing education programs to address excellence 
in medical practice, the ethical responsibili­
ties of veterinary professionals to manage 
animal pain, and the appropriate use of an­
algesics. Guidelines to implement pain man-
Puts Pain Management into Practice
Members o f the leadership council o f the Companion Animal Pain 
Management Consortium, from left Drs. Steven Fox, William Tranquilli, 
James Gaynor; and Charles Short, were announced in February.
A 2000  survey o f  veterinarians conducted fo r  
Pfizer Anim al Heafth revealed that fewer than 
2 5  percent o f  practitioners used pain  management 
during routine elective procedures such as spays 
and castrations.
agement protocols in daily 
practice w ill be 
developed and disseminated 
by the consortium.
Illinois’s anesthesiology 
faculty .have played a central 
role in championing the fun­
damental change to compas­
sionate-based medicine to 
improve overall patient care.
The College already includes 
pain management courses in 
the DVM and graduate cur­
ricula. A first-of-its-kind, 
one-year fellowship program 
focused primarily on pain 
management in companion 
animals is in the works.
Last year Dr. Tranquilli 
and anesthesiology residents 
Drs. Kurt Grimm and Leigh 
Lamont wrote Vain M anagement fo r  the Smalt 
A nim al P ractition er, published by Teton 
NewMedia. This year they developed a 
5-hour continuing educatiqn program avail­
able through the College Web site at 
www.cvm.uiuc.edu/veo/. Topics covered in 
the handbook and Web site include the 
appropriate use of analgesic drugs and 
the management of acute and chronic pain 
in dogs and cats.
A new textbook from the Illinois faculty, 
Veterinary Anesthesia a nd  Pain M anagem ent 
Secrets, w ill be published by Hanley and 
Belfus in late 2001. It will be edited by Dr.
Stephen Greene, with contributions from 
Drs. Gordon Benson, Tranquilli, Grimm, 
and Lamont. >
W orking for the consortium , Dr. 
Tranquilli and the teaching hospital pain 
team plan to make a number of visits to vet­
erinary practices and to continue speaking 
at veterinary practitioner and technician 
meetings across the country.
At the College’s Annual Fall Conference 
in October, speakers from the College 
anesthesiology faculty and from the consor­
tium will present a full-day seminar on pain 
management in companion animals. ■
Dr. H ow ard  G elberg  Accepts D e anship a t O re g on
Q  think I’m about as 
ready as I can be to be 
a d ean ,” says Dr.
Howard Gelberg, asso­
ciate dean for research.
After 21 years of ser­
vice at Illinois, Dr.
Gelberg is leaving to serve as dean at the 
College of Veterinary Medicine at Oregon 
State University, effective July 1.
Dr. Gelberg considers his career a well- 
rounded one. A professor of veterinary 
pathology since 1980, he also worked for 
several years as a consultant in pathology and 
served as both associate dean for research here 
and assistant dean for research leadership 
in •veterinary programs at the College of 
Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental 
Sciences.
His work in industiy, in private practice, 
and with the federal government has afforded 
him knowledge of the many opportunities 
available for veterinarians. Dr. Gelberg hopes 
to use his experience to make a difference in 
-the future of the veterinary profession, and 
he believes Oregon State provides a won­
derful opportunity to make that difference.
Dr. Tim White, provost at Oregon State 
University, says, “Dr. Gelberg brings a su­
perb set of leadership skills and a clarity of 
vision about the future of the College. 
Howard also brings great enthusiasm and 
energy, and will be a strong advocate for the 
College.”
Because Oregon State is-among the small­
est veterinary colleges, it has great potential 
for growth, notes Dr. Gelberg. He plans to 
work to increase research productivity and 
to establish a 4-year resident program to meet
students’ educational needs; currently stu­
dents complete part of the veterinary 
program at Washington State University 
in Pullman.
Dr. Gelberg says he appreciated the good 
people that made our College a worthwhile 
place to be every day and he is grateful for 
his experiences here. “Having interviewed at 
several universities for deanships, I can say 
Illinois is a good place to be from—it’s highly 
respected and a very good place to build a 
career,” he says.
“Dr. Gelberg has for many years at Illi­
nois demonstrated excellent performance as 
a teacher, researcher, and diagnostician,” says 
Dean Ted Valli. “I am confident that he will 
provide vigorous and intuitive leadership 
to the College of Veterinary Medicine at 
Oregon State University. We wish him 
every success in his new role.” ■
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mid-December, the chameleon was await­
ing treatment in the intensive care unit at 
Brookfield Zoo’s animal hospital because 
animal caretakers had noticed that the 
creature was acting sluggish. Through 
Dr. Langan’s examination and testing, a 
reproductive problem was discovered. The 
chameleon recovered w ith antibiotics, 
fluids, and supplemental feeling.
“We are now hoping she breeds with our 
spectacular male and lays eggs within the 
next few weeks,” reports Dr. Langan.
Dr. Langan not only provides daily treat­
ment and care for animals but she also stud­
ies them to learn about and monitor diseases. 
CMCC provides Dr. Langan with the tools 
she needs to detect viruses, study them, share 
information with others, and ideally prevent 
problems in the future.
Center scientists hope that the next Lyme 
disease or AIDS virus never emerges, bur in 
case such diseases do, the CMCC system is 
in place to detect and study them.
Dr. Langan estimates that 70 pertent of 
her day is spent doing clinical work. In a 
year’s time she tends to 650 cases involving 
250 species. A typical day can find her treat­
ing a 10-gram shrew before lunch and a 
2,000-pound rhinoceros in the afternoon.
The rest of her day might be spent setting 
goals and seeking ways to improve and 
enhance the safety and quality of life of the 
zoo animals. She also works on conservation 
proposals and manuscripts to convey*infor­
mation to the public, educates zoo docents 
and volunteers, and keeps abreast of the 
latest scientific literature.
Dr. Langan started working with wildlife 
through the College’s W ildlife Medical 
Clinic. She spent portions of her senior year 
in veterinary school participating in extern- 
ships with Brookfield Zoo and Woodland 
Park Zoo in Seattle. These externships were 
essential to her finding work in zoo medi­
cine, according to Dr. Langan. Her exotic 
animal studies at Illinois also gave her an 
excellent introduction to alternative species.
After her graduation in 1996, Dr. Langan 
completed an internship in small animal 
medicine and emergency medicine at Angell 
Memorial Animal Hospital in Boston and a 
residency in zoo and wildlife medicine at the 
University of Tennessee.
Dr. Langan then moved to the Chicago 
area with her husband, Dr. George Langan 
( ’96), and entered the residency w ith 
CMCC. She says, “I was looking to stay in 
the zoo community and still had good rela­
tions w ith people from my Brookfield 
externship. And conservation medicine is up 
and coming.”
Institutions Unite for Conservation Medicine 
Research and Education____ __________________
“Until we know how diseases are spread and carried, we won’t have data that allow us to 
make decisions, policy, and law,” says Dr. Lee Cera (’75), director of comparative medi­
cine for Loyola University Health System and assistant dean of comparative medicine 
for Loyola University Chicago Stritch School of Medicine.
Dr. Cera was instrumental in creating the Conservation Medicine Center of Chicago 
(CMCC), which unites the Stritch School of Medicine, the Chicago Zoological Society, 
and our Cbllege. She notes the need for such a center as advances in technology and 
communication shrink the distances that once protected us from the diseases of other 
cultures or other species.
The CMCC provides a forum for collaboration among an eclectic group of people 
from scientists to journalists to politicians. The interrelationships of species and diseases 
are observed and studied for possible solutions, and then the general public is educated 
about these diseases. *
According to Dr. Cera, if the right group of professionals is brought together, dis­
eases and species can be studied in terms of global perspectives, not quick fixes or easy 
solutions. For example, when the West Nile virus was discovered by the medical and 
pathology team at the Bronx Zoo, it was thought that mosquitoes were spreading the 
disease. Pesticides released into the area killed the mosquitoes, but then it was discov­
ered that crows were the actual culprits. Would the next solution be to kill the crows?
Conservation medicine seeks knowledge from which to develop practical solutions 
that will benefit as many animal species as possible. Dr. Cera hopes that journalists will 
do more to educate the public on these solutions, so that people can concentrate on the 
best solution for the environment rather than be swayed by sensationalism in the media.
The CMCC has been in operation for two years., It now has received funding for 
research and for building an infrastructure. The labs at both Loyola and Brookfield Zoo 
will be furnished with equipment to study the cell-to-cell transmission of disease, funded 
in part through a $960,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services. ■
Part of Dr. Langan’s role in conservation 
medicine is to educate post-graduate veteri­
narians about the latest scientific findings. 
She also works with second- to fourth-year 
veterinary students from the University of 
Illinois who are doing clinical rotations as 
part of the College’s Zoological Pathology 
Program, which is housed at the Loyola 
Stritch School of Medicine in Maywood,'111. 
Students become familiar with zoo literature 
and research and do routine activities such 
as vaccinate, restrain, and anesthetize.
The medical school provides opportuni­
ties to do comparative studies, such as com­
paring blood values among different species 
and looking for evidence of emerging dis­
eases in the zoo’s collection of birds versus 
the collection of wildlife. The medical school 
also has access to equipment and tests that 
the zoo does not, such as computed tomog­
raphy (CT), magnetic resonance imaging 
(MRI), and specialty labs.
Dr. Langan says, “The three institutions 
w ith in the CM CC have, resources that
together will foster new work and open doors 
for collaborative research.” As a clinical prac­
titioner, Dr. Langan is excited to be at the 
forefront of veterinary medicine and to guide 
students in understanding what zoos do and 
why. She hopes to give back an appreciation 
for the environment and the species that 
share it with humans.
The work of the CMCC will help to de­
velop classes and seminars for veterinarians 
and students. Those who benefit from the 
classes will be another source of infortnation 
for society, and perhaps messengers of the 
importance of ecological responsibility.
The possibility that her grandchildren 
may not be able to see or appreciate certain 
animal species motivates Dr. Langan to 
Continue to collaborate on public health 
and conservation issues.
“We have the opportunity to make a 
significant conservation impact oti animals 
and humans. My job here brought that to 
light. We can make a difference.” ■
Spring 2001 t
Dr. A lan Parker Retires
j^ h e n  Dr. Alan Parker 
came to Illino is in 
1970, 1-74 and 1-57 
weren’t yet completed, 
the Sm all Anim al 
Clinic was housed in 
an old beef barn, and 
women made up only 10 percent of the vet­
erinary class.
A lot has changed since Dr. Parker joined 
the Department of Veterinary Clinical Medi­
cine as an instructor. For one thing, his title 
changed: In January he retired as professor, 
assistant department head, and chief of staff 
of the Small Animal Clinic. While at Illi­
nois he earned master’s and PhD degrees, 
having already completed a veterinary de­
gree in his'native England and an internship 
at University of California-Davis.
But Dr. Parker says he derives more satis­
faction from the advancements made by the 
veterinary profession than froiji any of his 
own accomplishments. Among the high­
lights he notes improvements in the Small 
Animal Clinic, the increased number of 
women entering the profession, and the de­
velopment of veterinary medical specialties.
Dr. Parker has been very active in the 
neurology specialty of the American College 
of Veterinary Internal Medicine as well as 
the European College of Veterinary Neurol­
ogy. In 1988, he was a strong proponent for 
starting the Internal Medicine Forum, which 
now funds more than 7 5 percent of the bud­
get of the American College of Veterinary 
Internal Medicine.
He is a member of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, has served on the edi­
torial boards of veterinary journals, and has 
been a frequent consultant in private prac­
tice and industry.
The man who entered the profession with 
a strong desire to solve problems in challeng­
ing diagnostic cases plans to spend the nexjt 
three years working each week at a referral 
practice in the Chicago area.
Then' he will head to New Mexico and 
explore his options for a fun challenge.
“It’s hard to drain the swamp when you’re 
.up to your neck in alligators,” he says. “One 
needs time out of the rat race to decide a 
new course of action—scuba, duck races, 
endangered children, the homeless, scouting, 
selling used cars—who knows what?” ■
Equine Surgery Suites U n d e rg o  R e no vatio ns
j j h e  Equine Medicine and Surgery service 
sees more than 7,000 patients per year, and 
more than half of them are typically hospi­
talized. Last year 74 colic surgeries and about 
twice that number of arthroscopies were 
completed.
“The recent renovations allow us to pro­
vide better care for our equine surgery pa­
tients and better service for our clients,” says 
Dr. David Freeman, section chief. “We in­
vite clients and referring veterinarians to visit 
and view the new facilities.”
Among the upgrades that have improved 
equine care is the relocation of the surgical 
preparation areas from within the operating 
rooms to just outside tliem. Patients are anes­
thetized and intubated and then moved into 
the operating room on a new Shanks surgi­
cal table, which has wheels and a motorized 
pusher. This change creates more space 
within the operating room for other surgi­
cal equipment and personnel.
Separation of the preparation area and the 
surgery suite and elimination of the pits that 
were under the old floor-mounted tables 
have improved sterility in the surgical area.
The surgery recovery rooms also got an 
overhaul. The floors have been lowered to 
the same level as the hallways and surgery 
room, making it safer for horses to step out
Meet the wild things!
Volunteers from , the Wildlife Medical Clinic gave several talks about their resident birds o f  prey at the 
Open House o f the College o f Agricujtural, Consumer, and Environmental Sciences. The College o f 
Veterinary Medicine was at the March event to  distribute information about admissions and about its 
own Open House in April. 1
The new surgical tables have a segmented design for positioning the patient comfortably on its back o r 
side, while surfaces and sides o f the table can be raised o r lowered hydraulically and padding added or 
removed to  support the patient.
of recovery to return to the equine ward. New 
floor-to-ceiling padding, new floor drains, 
and safety locks on the doors also improve 
the recovery rooms.
Other renovations include a new client 
'waiting room in the Large Animal Clinic, 
partially fuftded by the Companion Animal
Memorial Fund. Two additional equine tech­
nicians have been hired to improve th£ over­
all care of equine patients.
To make an appointment to see the new 
equine facilities, please call Dr. Freeman 
at 217/333-2000 or send em ail to 
dfreeman@qvm.uiuc.'edu. ■
V E T E R I N A R Y
w
International 
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from  page 1
of a medical univer­
sity in China, where 
Dr. Zhai worked for 
2 V2 years.
International stu­
dents have been 
coming to the Vet­
erinary Teaching 
Hospital for years to 
complete an intern­
ship or residency, and the new doctoral pro­
gram in clinical medicine offers an additional 
attraction.
Dh Shola Sulaimon earned a DVM in 
Nigeria and a master’s degree in preventive 
medicine from the University of California- 
Davis, but came to Illinois to work on her 
doctorate in oncology, doing melanoma re­
search. She expects more emphasis on how 
to work with people, since the veterinary 
program in Nigeria was mostly based in 
theory.
In addition, many international gradu­
ate students in clinical medicine—more than 
20 in the past decade—come through an 
exchange program between the College and 
Hannover University in Germany.
Advantages in Freedom,
Faculty, Facilities
Illinois can offer many educational oppor-' 
tunities that schools abroad do not. Dr. 
W anda H aschek-H ock, veterinary 
pathobiology, points out that the College has 
strong graduate research opportunities for 
both DVMs and non-DVMs.
Dr. Stefan Tunev of Bulgaria says that at 
Illinois there is more opportunity and money 
for research, as well as the freedom to do the 
research that one wants to do. In his view, 
European research has very focused goals that 
do not allow for much student choice re­
garding research subject matter and meth­
ods. Dr. Tunev will also have the opportunity 
here to be certified by the American College 
of Veterinary Pathologists, which will open 
paths to jobs all over the world.
Dr. Gross believes that the methods of 
teaching at Illinois are also valuable to inter­
national students. Both Dr. Zhai and Dr. 
Yellayi cite the mentor/student interaction 
at Illinois as the most enjoyable p^rt of the 
program for them.
“I have great advisors—Paul Cooke, vet­
erinary biosciences, and Cory Teuscher, 
veterinary pathology. They give me a lot of 
flexibility to do my research. I had absolutely 
no qualms about coming here,” says Dr. 
Yellayi. Dr. Zhai said that his mentor, Dr. 
Gross, has a fair hand and knows Dr. Zhai’s 
interests.
Dr. Warwick Arden, head of veterinary 
clinical medicine, emphasizes the hands-on 
experiences students receive here that are not 
a part of the European system. He adds, “I 
think it would be fair to say that specialty 
veterinary medicine is more developed here 
,than in other parts of the world. All sub­
disciplines—cardiology, neurology, oncol- 
ogy, specialty tissue surgery, critical care, 
etc.—are well-represented here. This is not 
the case in most other countries.”
Dr. Sara Ayres, of Canada, cdme to Illi­
nois because it is one of only two schools in 
North America that offer a surgical oncol­
ogy fellowship. The program at Illinois gives 
her the opportunity to work with medical 
oncology and’see how chemotherapy and ra­
diation treatments fit with surgery.
In addition to the sub-disciplines, Illinois 
can offer advanced technological equipment 
such as CT, MRI, nuclear medicine, and spe­
cialized ICUs. “Here you understand how 
things are supposed to be, as opposed to 
when there is lack of facilities,” says Dr. 
Sulaimon.
Diversity Enriches Illinois
The presence of international students is a 
benefit to the College. All three departments 
credit international students with bringing 
diversity of ideas, problem-solving strategies 
and attitudes to their programs.
A t left, D r Stefan Tunev, shown with his adviser 
D r Milton McAllister appreciates the freedom to  
choose his research projects at Illinois. D r Srikanth 
Yellayi, above, has a strong relationship with hjs 
adviser D r Paul Cooke.
“Foreign students bring us a part of their 
culture, which leads to the breakdown of 
cultural barriers and increased understand­
ing,” says Dr. Hahn.
Dr. Gross adds that, “They tend to be 
very, very good students. Many from China 
are in the top one percent of their country. 
We get the cream of the crop.”
Dr. Haschek-Hock notes that professors 
have learned from international students 
about the ways that cultures influence how 
people learn. Professors find that interna­
tional students are a great asset to them be­
cause of their strong work ethic, motivation, 
and willingness to take on extra responsibili­
ties. However, she estimates that the Depart­
ment of Pathobiology can accept only about 
five percent of its international applicants 
because financial support is limited.
Overcoming Barriers, Moving Ort
While international students’ reaction to the 
College is very positive overall, there are still 
difficulties in adjusting to the culthre of a 
new country. Students say they miss their 
families and have trouble adapting to the 
climate of Illinois. Dr. Yellayi and other stu­
dents from India have to adapt to living in a 
capitalistic rather than a socialistic society. 
“Life is a lot more laid back, in India. You 
feel under constant pressure here,” he says.
Dr. Tunev spoke little English when he 
first came to the United States. The most 
difficult adjustment for him was learning the 
confusing idioms, phrases, and verbs of the 
English language, as well as differences in 
body language. He says, “You have to sub­
merse yourself in the culture to be a good 
presenter and communicator, skills veterinar­
ians need.”
Where Are They Now?
Here are a few of the international students
who have graduated from our College.
• Dr. Roberto Galvez, a dean at, 
Universidad Peru, master’s in pathology 
in 1987
• Dr. Harm Hogen Esch, professor at 
Purdue University, PhD in pathology, 
1989
• Dr. Sheerin Mathur, research coordina­
tor at the University of Georgia, master’s 
in large animal medicine and surgery, 
2000
• Dr. Federico Montealegre, professor at 
the University of Puerto Rico, PhD in 
microbiology/immunology, 1986
• Dr. Gideon M otelin, professor at 
Egerton University in Kenya, masters in 
pathology, 1992
• Dr. Fei (Victor) Pang, professor at 
Taiwan National University, PhD in 
microbiology/immunology, 1986
• Dr. Edward F. Srour, professor and 
scientific director atjndiana University/ 
Purdue University, PhD in microbiol­
ogy/immunology, 1986
• Dr. Mary Tompkins (’80), professor at 
North Carolina State University, PhD 
in microbiology/immunology, 1984
Students’ plans for the future are as 
diverse as the countries from which they 
come. Dr. Tunev came to the United States 
to start his life over again, and that’s exactly 
what he is doing. He has no plans to return 
to Bulgaria. Dr. Gondim will return to his 
job in Brazil. He is excited at the prospect 
of trying to improve his field in his' native 
country. Dr. Yellayi would like to do post­
doctoral work in genetics so that later he caq 
help doctors in India set up research and 
study. Dr. Ayres would like to set up a pri­
vate referral practice in Ontario since there 
are very few veterinary, oncologists in 
Canada. Others, like Dr. Sulaimon and Dr. 
Zhai, would like to remain in the United 
States to continue research. Dr. Zhai is now 
doing post-doctoral research at Johns 
Hopkins Medical School.
Though- their backgrounds and cultures 
are diverse, they now share a common 
experience through their education at the 
College. Whether they have pursued their 
own research interests or learned a clinical 
sub-specialty, the bottom line is that they 
have all benefited. And the College is 
undoubtedly a better place for having had 
them. ■
Student News
Fifteen students from the student chapter of 
the American Association of Equine Practi­
tioners, representing all four class years,
; attended the national convention in San 
Antonio with funds from the Hill’s Student 
Feeding Committee, The Horse Magazine, 
the Illinois Horse Council, and the student 
travel fund. Fourth-year students had the 
opportunity to interview with equine prac­
tices from around the country, while others 
attended lectures with some of the most 
prominent equine practitioners and sought 
externships for the upcoming year.
Carrie Boroughs was selected to receive a 
$2,500 scholarship from the American Live 
Stock Insurance.Company and the Ameri­
can Association of Equine Practitioners. The 
scholarship is presented annually to eight 
fourth-year U.S. veterinary students who 
plan to pursue a career in equine veterinary 
practice. Boroughs will begin an equine 
, internship at Littleton Large Animal Clinic 
in Littleton, Colo., after graduation.
Renee Gamboa, fourth-year veterinary stu­
dent, was nominated by veterinarians at j:he 
University of Illinois Chicago Biological 
Resources Laboratory for the 3rd Annual 
American Society of Laboratory Animal 
Practitioners (ASLAP) student award for 
demonstrating extraordinary potential in the 
field of laboratory animal medicine.
Craig Miller (left), fourth-year veterinary 
student, completed an informal externship 
with the California Department of Fish and 
Game’s Wildlife Investigations Lab and was 
able to work with two state wildlife veteri­
Internet Connects Veterinary Employers, Job Seekers
The College’s new and improved online jobs 
database now allows veterinary practitioners 
to post and update employment opportuni­
ties themselves. The database can be accessed 
by selecting “Jobs” from the College home 
page at www.cvm.uiuc.edu.
Last year 4,000 jobs were posted on the 
database. Third-year veterinary student Abby 
Cowan, who co-chairs the Student Employ­
ment Committee, expects that the new faster 
and easier version will receive even more 
postings. “We are getting submissions every 
day,” she says.
Practitioners can personally publish job 
'opportunities on the database and have their 
position posted within a week of submission. 
The interactive Web site enables employers 
to keep job information current by adding, 
changing, or removing information from 
' their posting.
Partial funding for the revised Web site 
was provided by the University of Illinois 
Alumni Association.
Cowan says the changes have made the 
database more user-friendly for students and 
others searching for a job, too.
The Employment Committee plans for 
the site to become completely Web-based, 
but currently submissions are also accepted 
by mail. *
Also New on the College 
Web Site
• Veterinary Education Online:
home to continuing education 
offerings for veterinarians; modules 
on pain management are currently 
available (see story on page 3) 
http://www.cvm.uiuc.edu/veo/
• Pork Food Safety Resources: prac­
tical information emphasizing Sal­
monella con tr o l in swine production 
http: //www. cvm .uiuc.edu/safepork/
• Envirovet Summer Institute 2001: 
site of the educational experience on 
w ild life  and ecosystem health 
planned for July 6 to August 27 
http://www.cvm.uiuc.edtx/vb/ 
envirovet/
narians and field biologists. Highlights of the 
experience included a w ildlife necropsy 
course on birds, cougars, and deer, as well as 
a week spent in the Sierra Nevadas assisting 
in mule deer captures for disease surveillance.
Sarah Probst (center) accepts her award from 
Alpharma representatives DrTeddi Wolff, EVP ’93, 
and D r Rodger Schneck.
Sarah Probst, fourth-year veterinary stu­
dent, received a $5,000 first-place award in 
an international student competition spon­
sored by Alpharma Animal Health. She gave 
her presentation, entitled “A Survey of the 
Changing Relationship Between Midwest
Food Animal Veterinarians and the Produc­
ers They Serve,” at the American Associa­
tion of Swine Veterinarians Annual Meeting 
in Nashville in February.
Erica Shulha, second-year veterinary stu­
dent, was the winner of the Pet’s Choice 
“Viva Las Vegas” Web site contest, receiving 
airfare, lodging, and conference registration 
for the 2001 Western Veterinary Conference 
in Las Vegas in February.
Linnaea Stull, third-year veterinary student, 
attended a conference in Belgium in Febru­
ary for InterNICHE,. an organization that 
works to advance high-quality humane edu­
cation. Students, teachers, and other profes­
sionals from nearly 20 countries met to 
discuss animal use and the law, alternatives 
for secondary education, and veterinary 
education free of animal experiments. Her 
trip was partly funded by the Hill’s Student 
Feeding Committee. ■
A t the Illinois State Veterinary Medical Association convention in Chicago in February, Kimberly Meenen, 
assistant director for development (second from left), accepted a $5000 check from Linda Stevenson, 
president o f the Auxiliary to  the ISVMAThe money goes to  the "ISVMA Auxiliary Scholarship Fund," 
which provides scholarships to  Illinois veterinary students such as recipients Natalie Marks (left) and Lori 
Dfecker (right).
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Dr. Gary Althouse, veterinary clinical medi­
cine, was elected vice president of the Soci­
ety for Theriogenology in September. He was 
also selected to serve on the Food Animal 
Species committee for the American College 
of Therjogenologists. Dr. Althouse lectured 
recently in Australia, North Carolina, and 
Illinois on swine reproduction topics such 
as breeding management, using AI, and 
farrowing house .management.
Dr. Peter Bahnson, veterinary clinical medi­
cine, has been appointed to a new steering 
committee on pre-harvest food safety by Dr. 
Dick Hull of the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture.
Dr. Gordon Baker, veterinary clinical 
medicine, presented two research and two 
clinical papers as an invited speaker at the 
French Equine Veterinary Association 
(AVEF) in Strasburg in December.
Dr. David Barber, veterinary pathobiology, 
has had a paper, “New perspectives on trans­
mission of foodborne pathogens and anti- 
n jicrob ial resistance,” accepted for 
publication in the Jou rna l o f  the American 
Veterinary M ed ica l Association.
Dr. Kimberlee B. Beckmen, research sci­
entist in veterinary biosciences, was invited 
to attend an expert workshop of the Arctic 
Monitoring and Assessment Program in 
Seattle in December. She presented recent 
research on the potential effects of PCB and 
DDT exposure on immune function in free- 
ranging northern fur seal pups in Alaska, The 
results of her study will be included in an 
upcoming international AMAP assessment 
report.
Deneen Cordell, veterinary technician in 
anesthesiology, published a peer-reviewed 
article on pain in dogs with cancer in the 
March 2001 issue of Veterinary Technician. 
She was also featured on the cover of the 
journal.
IF
Dr. Roberto Docampo, veterinary 
pathobiology, served as chairman of a Spe­
cial Emphasis Panel of the National Instb 
tutes of H ealth to review proposals 
concerning tropical medicine research cen­
ters. He also served as a peer review panel 
member for the Fiscal Year 02 Intramural 
Military Infectious Diseases Research Pro­
gram proposal review.
Dr. Nicole Ehrhart, veterinary clinical 
medicine, presented an abstract entitled 
“JThe Effect of Preoperative Irradiation on 
Bone Transport Ostegenesis” at the Limb 
Lengthening and Reconstruction Society of 
the Association for the Study and Applica­
tion of the Methods of Ilizarov.
Dr. Jonathan Foreman, veterinary clinical 
medicine, gave a talk on equine neurologi­
cal diseases at the Southern Illinois Veteri­
nary Medical Association in November. He 
also gave the featured talk at the Carle Foun­
dation Hospital Sports Medicine Confer­
ence, about horses as athletes and about his 
equine research for the 1996 Olympics, in 
December.
Dr. Stephen Greene, veterinary clinical 
medicine, gave six presentations on anesthe­
sia at the Western Veterinary Conference in 
Las Vegas in February.
Dr. Kurt Grimm, veterinary biosciences, 
passed the Aftierican College of Veterinary 
Anesthesiologists board-certifying examina­
tion in January. He also recently passed his 
masters thesis defense. Dr. Grimm will be 
continuing his doctoral studies in the 
Department of Veterinary Biosciences.
Dr. Ann L. Johnson, veterinary clinical 
medicine, gave seven presentations on frac­
ture reduction, bone grafting, and corrective 
osteotomies at the Western Veterinary 
Conference in Las Vegas in February.
Dr. Lisa Klopp, veterinary clinical medicine, 
and her co-authors from Auburn University 
recently had papers published on “Magnetic 
resonance imaging Features of brain stem 
abscessation in two cats” and “Ventral surgi­
cal approach to the caudal brain stem in 
dogs.”
Dr. Stephen Kneller, veterinary clinical 
medicine, gave a workshop to the Kankakee 
Valley Veterinary Medical Association on 
thorax and lung radiology in November.
Daniel Lewart, senior research programmer, 
is one of four persons appointed to the Tech­
nical Advisory Committee of the Veterinary 
Medical College Application Service, the 
organization established by the Association 
of American Veterinary Medical Colleges to 
coordinate online processing of applications. 
This committee evaluates technical issues 
and makes recommendations to VMCAS.
Dr. Gay Miller, veterinary pathobiology, 
participated in a subcommittee meeting of 
the National Commission on Veterinary 
Economic Issues in August, M ich ., in 
December.
Dr. Allan Paul, veterinary pathobiology and 
veterinary clinical medicine, gave five pre­
sentations at the North American Veterinary 
Conference in Florida in January. His topics 
included zoonotic diseases and optimal 
deworming programs. Dr. Paul also pre­
sented on zoonotic disease at the Illinois State 
Veterinary Medical Association conference 
in February.
Dr. Randall Roper received the $2,000 
Mariangela and Diego Segre Research Fel­
lowship for a graduate student in the 
Department of Veterinary Pathobiology 
engaged in research in microbiology/immu- 
nology. Dr. Roper was chosen on the basis 
of his commitment to a career in biomedi­
cal research while working on his PhD 
degree. The award is from an endowment 
set up by the Segres.
Dr. Rhonda Schulman, veterinary clinical 
medicine, gave six hours of lecture on feline 
medicine (diabetes mellitus, pancreatitis, 
icterus, and hypertension) to the Baltimore 
Veterinary Medical Association in Decem­
ber. She has also just finished editing an 
electronic book for palm pilots called The 
Pocket DVM.
Dr. Art Siegel, veterinary clinical medicine, 
attended the Standards Subcommitte of the 
AVMA’s Committee on Veterinary Medicine 
Informatics as an observer in March. He was 
also iiivited to participate in the requirements 
process for the University of Illinois Deci­
sion Support initiative, which is charged with 
developing a new University environment for 
reporting and data access.
Dr. Petra Volmer, veterinary biosciences, 
spoke at the North Central Turfgrass Expo­
sition in St. Charles, 111., in November on 
“Myths and Realities of Pets and Pesticide 
Poisoning.” In January she spoke on herbal 
hazards at the Illinois Specialty Crop 
Conference held in Champaign.
Dr. Federico Zuckermann, veterinary 
pathobiology, co-chaired the American 
Association of Veterinary Immunologists/ 
American College of Veterinary Medicine 
annual symposium on viral immunology 
in Chicago in November. He also spoke on 
cell-mediated immunity techniques at the 
American Association of Swine Veterinarians 
Annual Meeting in February in Nashville.
Phi Zeta Announces Award Winners
Illinois’s Mu Chapter of Phi Zeta, the na­
tional veterinary honor society that promotes 
high scholarship, research, and ethical stan­
dards in veterinary medicine, has announced ■ 
its 2001 student literary award winners.
Dr. Viswanathan Srinivasan, of veteri- \ 
nary pathobiology, received honors in the 
basic research category for “Fowlpox virus 
encodes a novel DNA repair enzyme, CPD- 
photolyase, that restores infectivity of UV 
light-damaged virus,” coauthored by Drs. ' 
W illiam  M. Schnitzlein and Deoki N. 
Tripathy.
In the clinical (applied) research category, 
Dr. Christopher E. Kuster, of veterinary J 
clinical medicine, won for “The fecundity 
of porcine semen stored for 2 to 6 days in 
androhepa and x-cellTM extenders,” coau- 5 
thored by Dr. Gary C. Althouse.
The 2000 poster competition was won 
by Dr. Geoffrey Smith, veterinary clinical 
medicine, for his entry entitled “Ability of 
hematologic and serum biochemical vari­
ables to differentiate gram-negative and 
gram-positive mastitis in dairy cows.” The 
runner up was Dr. Linda Berent for “Use 
of PCR test to detect a fragment of the 16S 
rRNA of haemobartonella felis in the blood 
of acutely parasitemic, asymptomatic and 
steroid challenged carrier cats.”
Erratum: Dr. Petra Volmer, assistant pro­
fessor of toxicology in veterinary biosciences, 
was inadvertently omitted from the faculty 
directory included the winter 2000 issue. 
Veterinary R eport regrets the error. ■
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Dr. Timothy Fan, vis­
iting assistant professor 
of internal medicine 
and oncology, is back 
at the College after 
completing ap internal 
medicine residency at 
Cornell University and a two-year medical 
oncology fellowship at Illinois under the 
guidance of Dr. Barbara Kitchell.
While at Cornell, Dr. Fan found that 
some of the most interesting cases in inter­
nal medicine were oncology-based, inspir­
ing him to sub-specialize in the Field of 
oncology to provide better care for many 
patients. Currently, Dr. Fan is working on a 
doctorate degree emphasizing the application 
of molecular therapeutic targets for improved 
strategies in treating various cancers.
Dr. Fan first knew he wanted to be a 
^veterinarian during his high school years. His 
parents emphasized the importance of 
academic training and hard work in order 
to provide broader venues for future career 
opportunities. W hile his brother chose 
human medicine as a career, Dr. Fan opted 
for veterinary medicine because of his affec­
tion for animals, in conjunction with his 
desire to practice in the medical field.
Dr. Fan enjoys playing basketball in his 
spare time and has a knack for home reno­
vation projects, including wood working and 
stained glass. “If I weren’t a veterinarian, I 
would.probably be a professional carpenter,” 
he says.
Dr. Fan hopes to complete his PhD and 
remain in an academic environment to con­
tinue his research and teaching pursuits.
Dr. Indrani Bagchi
joins the College from 
the Population Coun­
cil at Rockefeller Uni­
versity in New York 
City. The Population 
C ouncil conducts 
studies on reproductive biology and repro­
ductive health.
Her research program on embryo implan­
tation, begun in 1992, has been very suc­
cessful in attracting funding. In 1996 her 
laboratory'became one of only five centers 
selected nationwide by the National Insti­
tutes of Health to study the molecular basis 
of implantation. Every six months, Dr. 
Bagchi and researchers from the other four 
participating laboratories meet with NIH to 
discuss the latest research.
Illinois attracted Dr. Bagchi with its 
research strength in reproductive biology, 
which unites researchers from across cam­
pus. She will be working with experts in 
human and veterinary medicine. Dr. Bagchi 
looks forward to keeping the study of repro­
ductive biology active and growing at the 
College through cutting-edge research and 
cultivating graduate students.
Illinois also offers a setting in which Dr. 
Bagchi can spend more time in the labora­
tory and less time commuting. She looks 
forward to enjoying top-quality theater 
offerings at the Krannert Center without the 
cost and hassles associated with Broadway 
theater. In addition to theater, Dr. Bagchi 
enjoys movies, travel, music, and time with 
her children. ■
Research Projects Funded Between November 14, 2000, and January 3 1,2001
BOVINE
Cope R. USDAJHatch Funds, $6,900, Does Simulated So­
lar Ultraviolet-B Radiation (UV-B) Inhibit Intradermal or 
Transcutaneous Immunization (TCI) in Cattle?
Cope R. C am pus R esea rch  B oard, $19 ,284 , Does 
photoimmunosuppresion and cis-urocanic acid immuno­
suppression occur in the anole (anolis carolinenesis) and 
the cane^toad (bufo Marinus)?
Martin T. Campus Research Board, $22,360, Population 
Approach for Risk Assessment of Antibiotic Residues in 
Cow’s Milk
EQUINE
Hutchens D, Paul AJ. Pfizer Inc, $36,119, Confidential 
Trial with Pfizer
GENERAL
Arden WA. Parkland College, $43,625, Parkland College 
Veterinary Technology Program
Docampo R. A merican H eart Association, $214,500, 
Pyrophosphate Analogs Against Chagas Disease
Haschek-Hock WM, Meerdink GL, Constable PD, 
Tumbleson ME, Bordson G. USDAJRegional Research 
Funds, $5,000, Occurrence of Mycotoxins in Feeds and 
Foods and Their Effects on Animal and Human Health 
(NCI 29)
Kitron UD. National Institutes o f  Health (NIH), $100,910, 
Impact of Human Population Growth on Transmission 
Dynamics of S. haematobium (Subcontract with Case 
Western University)
Singer RS. Campus Research Board, $15,000, Automated 
Agar Plate Pourer and Genetic Analysis Software for the 
Study of Antibiotic Resistance Determinants
Tripathy DN. University o f  Minnesota, $20,000, Recotp- 
bin^nt Vaccines for Avian Respiratory Pathogens
Vimr ER. NEOSE TECH INC, $137,70,7, Redirection of 
sialic acid metabolism in genetically engineered strains 
of Escherichia co li K1
PORCINE
Biehl LG. USD A!'APHIS, $26,041, Swine 2000 National 
Survey
Miller G, McNamara P, Singer RS, Ellis M. C-FAR, ' 
$60 ,000 , The Economic Impact of Producers and 
Consumers Arising from Feedgrade Antibiotic Use in Pork 
Production
Zuckermann FA. Biotech Research D evelopm ent Corpora­
tion , $159,991, Interleukin-12 Responsiveness as a 
Selection Marker for Pigs with a Superior Immune System '
Zuckermann FA. Pfizer Inc., ELISPOT Assay Testing
SMALL ANIMAL
Ehrhart N. H ill’s, $83,070, Body Composition and 
Caloric Intake in Cats with Cancer
Ehrhart N. M uscu losk eleta l Transplant F oundation , 
$100,052, The effects of preoperative irradiation on large 
segment cortical allograft incorporation
Kitchell BE. Campus Research Board, $24,250, Character­
ization of MMP and TIMP Expression in Spontaneous 
Canine Tumors Using Microarray Technology
X x
Estrogen a possible factor 
in obesity — for both sexes, 
researchers say _j________
by Jim Barlow
Estrogen may affect obesity even in men, 
according to researchers in the College’s 
veterinary biosciences department.
In studies of male mice that had been 
genetically altered to lack either one type of 
estrogen receptor or the ability to produce 
estrogen, the mice expended less energy and 
became obese when fed the same amounts 
as normal mice.
“Male mice with­
out the receptor for 
the classical form of 
estrogen, which has 
always been consid­
ered a female hor­
mone, got fatter than 
wild-type mice,” says Dr. Patricia Heine.
“Our findings suggest that estrogen may 
be important for regulating fat in men as well 
as in women,” says Dr. Paul Cooke.
The lack of estrogen led to an increase in 
white adipose tissue, as well as insulin resis­
tance and glucose intolerance. Such a rela­
tionship was known to occur in female mice 
and post-menopausal women, but it had not 
been shown in males.
“In light of the metabolic results of our 
study, it appears that estrogen enhances one’s 
ability to burn excess fat in both males and 
females,” Dr. Heine says. “We don’t know 
yet if the lack bf estrogen is merely decreas­
ing the basal metabolic rate, or if it is also 
decreasing the activity level of mice.”
Results of the study were published in the 
Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences last November. Co-authors with 
Drs. Heine and Cooke were Dr. Gary A. 
Iwamoto, now with the department of 
kinesiology, and Drs. J.A. Taylor and D.B. 
Lubahn of the University of Missouri in 
Columbia. ■
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/What's new?__
Keep your College and fellow alumni 
informed of pertinent events in your life ■ 
by sending your- news to Vet Report, 
U of I College of Veterinary Medicine,. 
2S>^ 8 VMBSB, 2001 South Lincoln 
Avenue, Urbana, IL 61802; fax: 217/ 
244-2988; email: editor@cvm.uiuc.edu.
State Convention Is a Winner
The new officers for the Illinois State Vet­
erinary Medical Association were installed 
at its annual convention in Chicago in Feb­
ruary. They are Rosemary LoGiudice (’81), 
president; Emil Baukert (’76), president­
elect; Kenneth W. Albrecht (’67), chairman 
of the board; Jeaneyl Hazlett, treasurer; 
Raymond O. Hill, past-president; Eve C. 
Larocca, executive director.
Hundreds of veterinarians and techni­
cians visited the College of Veterinary Medi­
cine booth in the convention’s exhibit hall. 
Visitors could view the new Internet access 
to cases at the Veterinary Diagnostic Labo­
ratory, pick Up a staff directory from the Vet­
erinary Teaching Hospital and fliers for 
upcoming Executive Veterinary Programs, 
and enter a drawing for prizes. Prize win­
ners were Dr. David Fitzpatrick (’86), of 
Kankakee (complimentary VDL necropsy); 
Dr. Lynemarie Treat, of Oak Park (compli­
mentary Fall Conference registration); and 
Drs. Steve Rohrback ( 76), of Wheaton, 
Herb Hernandez, of Chicago, and Sharon 
Cisneros, of Chicago (round barn posters).
Chicago Veterinarians Honored
Several honors were awarded at the Installa­
tion Dinner Dance of the Chicago Veteri­
nary Medical Association in January:
• Dr. Elise Ciribassi (’84) received the 
President’s Service Award; she and her 
husband, CVMA immediate past presi­
dent Dr. Jo Jin Ciribassi (’84), practice 
at Gary at North Veterinary Center in 
Carol Stream, 111.
• Dr. Marla Minuskin (’85), veterinarian 
at Family Pet Animal Hospital in Chi­
cago, received the Merit Award.
• Dr. Dick Velders (MSU ’68) received the
Lifetime Merit Award. ^
The 2001 slate of officers for CVMA 
is- Susan Ferraro, president; Byron de la 
Navarre, president-elect; Marilyn Mikiciuk, 
secretary; Sandra Faeh (’96), treasurer; 
Patrick Baker, Donald Sedlacek, and 
Andrea Wurzer (’80), 1-year directors; 
Joanne Carlson (’93), Al Glater (’81,), and 
Kathleen Heneghan, 2-year directors; and 
Shannon Greeley (’94), Joseph Hahn (’98), 
and Sue Nelson (’92), 3-year directors. 
ISVMA representatives are J.B. Bruederle 
(’91), Glenn Mayer (’77), Dan Parmer, and 
David Reed.
EVP Reunion Furthers Veterinary 
Professionals’ Pursuit of Goals
Fifteen veterinarians and consultants 
attended the first Small Anirtial Executive 
Veterinary Program (EVP) reunion at 
Orlando, Fla., in February.
The two-day get-together was a lively 
blend of continuing education, personal and 
professional updates, and goal setting. Roger 
Cummings from Brakke Consulting, Inc., 
was the featured speaker, with special pre­
sentations byiEVP alumni Dr. Greg Ekdale 
and Ms. Susan Markham. Class president 
Dr. Jay Nadler led the group in interactive 
exercises.
Attending wfere Doug Carithers, Lisa 
Chassy (’94), Clyde Dunphy (’74), Greg 
Ekdale, Ronald G ill ( ’75 ), Susan 
Markham, Ed McGinniss (’84), Lydia 
M iller ( ’94), Jay Nadler (’82), Peter 
Nichols, Linda Randall, Steven Sandino 
(’83), Sue Schmitt (’82), Shelly Stevens 
(’82), and John Trimble (’70).
A second reunion featuring a practice visit 
and advanced communication training is 
planned for this fall.
For more information about the Small 
Animal EVP, contact Dr. Christine Merle at 
cmerle@cvm.uiuc.edu or visit the Web site: 
www.EVPillinois-.org.
I
Dr. Linda Tollefson
■fat became deputy director
' m  of the Food and Drug 1 
Administration Center 1 
1  for Veterinary Me'di- / 
"  cine. Dr. Tollefson had I  
joined the FDA in 1984 and moved to the 9  
Center for Veterinary Medicine in 1993, 9  
most recently as director of the Office of Sur- 1 
veillance and Compliance.
During her tenure at the Center, Dr. l i  
Tollefson provided outstanding leadership in 1 
the direction and oversight of many Center 1 
activities in the area of food safety. She had 1 
primary responsibility for managing the | 
Center’s role in the Food Safety Initiative, 9  
with its focus, on antimicrobial resistance. | 
Food safety issues account for about 80 per- 1 
cent of the Center’s budget.
Dr. Tollefson helped to found the I 
National Antimicrobial Resistance Monitor- 1 
ing System for Enteric Bacteria, a collabora- 1  
tion of federal agencies that monitors J  
development of resistance among zoonotic 
enteric pathogens. It was formed in response .1 
to concerns over approval of use in food 1 
animals of antibiotics important to human 1 
medical therapy.
Alumni con tinued on next page J
Spring 2001
Dr. Stephen Sundlof (’80), director of 
the Center, says “Dr. Tollefson is the CVM 
senior manager best suited by training and 
experience to deal with the complexities of 
food safety issues, in general, and antimicro­
bial resistance issues, in particular. I look 
forward to working with her in her new role 
as Deputy Center Director.”
Dr. Donald Ernat (’85) and his wife, 
Christine, announce the birth of their son 
Andrew James on January 2. Andrew was 
welcomed by siblings Rebekah Ann and 
Matthew John. Dr. Ernat is the medical 
director at VCA Naper Ridge Animal 
Hospital in Naperville, 111. The fam ily 
resides in Lombard, 111.
Dr. Diane Voss (’88) showed her rottweiler, 
Ch Acosta’s Adventures of Ivan, at the 125 th 
Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show in Feb­
ruary and won the best of breed cortipeti- 
tion. Dr. Voss is the owner of the Greenacres 
Veterinary Clinic in West Palm Beach, Fla.,
Dr. Joanne Carlson (’93) and her husband 
Michael Hopkins announce the birth of their 
daughter Theresa Grace on December 18. 
Dr. Carlson is the owner of Loving Care 
Animal Clinic in Rolling Meadows, 111.
Dr. Dee Ann Kuster (’98) and Ametist, a 
College Trakehner, competed in the Regional 
Championships of the United States Dres­
sage Federation in Batavia, Ohio, in Septem­
ber. Ametist is among the top horses at 
training level in the United States. Ametist 
has already achieved one qualifying score for 
the 2001 Regional Championships, which 
will be held in Springfield in September. ■
I n  M e m o r i a m
Dr. Paul B. Doby died on February 10 in Springfield. Dr. Doby received his DVM 
from Kansas State University in 1949. He served as superintendent of the division of 
animal industries in the Illinois Department of Agriculture from 1962 until his retire­
ment in 1992. Dr. Doby received the Career Achievement Award from the College in 
1992, and then established the Paul B. Doby Endowment. His many other honors 
included the Special Achievement Award From Governor Jim Edgar in 1992, the Illinois 
State Veterinary Medical Association President’s Award in 1993, and the U.S. Depart­
ment of Agriculture Administrative Award in 1996. / %
Memorials may be made to the University of Illinois Foundation and earmarked for 
the “Dr. Paul B. Doby Endowment Fund.”
■ ■ ■
Dr. T. J. Lafeber, one of the world’s foremost authorities on pet bird care, died January 
14 at his home in North Carolina.
Dr. Lafeber ran his own veterinary practices in Niles, 111., for 35 years. Among his 
many awards and commendations was a University of Illinois Service Award in 1977. 
The Service Award is given annually to a non-alumnus who demonstrates meritorious 
service to the profession of veterinary medicine. Dr. Lafeber had served as a guest lec­
turer at the College for a decade, speaking on his pioneering achievements in bird care.
Find the Answers to Your 
Financial Questions__
Do you know your practice’s profit center? 
Are you using your staff effectively? Can you 
retire on the sale of your practice based oh 
its current value?
Learn the answers to these and other ques­
tions by attending Financial Management in 
the 21st Century, featuring industry experts 
Roger Cummings of Brakke Consulting, 
Inc., Dr. Karen Felsted of Owen E. 
McCafferty, CPA? Inc., and Fritz Wood of 
Taylor & Wood, LLC. These three modules 
of the Executive Veterinary Program use 
small group interaction and practical assign­
ments to allow you to apply the lessons you 
learn directly to your clinic.
The course meets May 16-18, July 25-. 
27, and September 19-21 in Urbana. It is 
supported in part through generous contri­
butions from Bayer Animal Health, Pfizer 
Animal Health, and Hill’s Pet Nutrition.
For more inform ation contact the 
Continuing Education and Public Service 
Office at 217-333-2907 or the Web site at 
www.EVPillinois.org. ■
Mark your calendars for the 82nd Annual 
Fall Conference for Veterinarians.
The activities begin Wednesday, October 
3, with a job fair for veterinary employers, 
students, and recent graduates. Dr. Peter 
Weinstein (’86), who recently became the 
head of a national veterinary job placement 
service, will speak at the free seminar for 
employers that precedes the evening job fair.
On Thursday and Friday, October 4 and 
5, veterinarians can earn 12 hours of con­
tinuing education geared toward, their prac­
tice needs. Speakers will inqlude Dr. William 
Tranquilli on pain management in compan- 
' iorf animal patients and Dr. Temple Grandin 
on humane slaughter in food animals.
The Thursday evening banquet w ill 
feature an auction in support of student 
scholarships.
1 Stay Saturday for the tent party and foot­
ball game against Minnesota. Make your 
hotel reservations now.
For more information, contact the Office 
of Continuing Education-Public Service at 
217/333-2907. For football and tent party 
tickets, call Beth Erwin at 217/333-2762. ■
May _____________ ________ _____ ___ _
13 Commencement Reception for
Graduates, Families, and Attendees,
v  Urbana, III. Call, Beth Erwip,
217/333-2762.
14-18 Molecular Biology Workshop, Urbana, III. 
Contact Susan Steenergen, 2 17/244- 
6409; ssteenbe@uiuc.edu.
16-18 Small Animal EVP:The Macro-_and
'Micro-Economics of,the Small Animal 
Health Industry, Urbana, III. Call 
Dr. Christine Merle, 2 17/333-2907. ,
I 1-12 FOth Annual North Central
Conference .ofVeterinary Laboratory 
Diagnosticians, Urbana, ill. Register 
at www.cvm.uiuc.edu/nccvld/ or 
call Judy Mewes, 2 17/333-2907.
15 /  American Veterinary Medical Association
Alumni Reception, Boston. Call Beth 
Erwin, 217/333-2762.
25-27 Small Animal EVP: Financial Management 
fora  Healthy Practice, Urbana, III. Call 
Dr. Christine Merle, 217/333-2907. -
A u g u st_________________________________
10-19 CVM/SIVM A Veterinary Medicine Exhibit 
at the Illinois State Fair, Springfield, III.To 
volunteer, call ESeth Erwin, 217/333-2762. 
25 - Sept 3
CVM/SIVM A Veterinary Medicine 
'  Exhibit at the Du Quoin State-Fair,
Du Quoin, Ill.To volunteer, call Beth 
Erwin, 2 17/333-2762.
Septem ber__________________________
19-21 Small Animal EVP: Financial Planning for 
the Future, Urbana, III. Call Dr. Christine 
Merle, 217/333-2907.
O ctober
4-5 1 Annual Fall Conference for 
Veterinarians, Urbana, III..
Call Judy Mewes, 217/333-2907.
6 Fall Conference Tent Party for 
Veterinarians, Champaign, III. 
Call Beth Erwin, 217/333-2762.
N o v e m b e r
14-16 Small Animal EVP: Marketing Your 
Practice, Urbana, III. Call Dr. Christine 
Merle, 217/333-2907.
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Taking the Inside View:
Clinic Has Equipment and Expertise in Endoscopy
D r Schulman watches a video screen while manipulating the controls o f the camera; 
technician Kristi Staci and students Di Short and Craig Miller assist. More than 750 endoscopic 
procedures are performed each year on small animal patients-at the teaching hospital.
j j^| hen the patient isn’t responding to treat­
ment for the in itia l diagnosis or when 
radiographs and ultrasound don’t give the 
full picture, a little fiber-optic camera and 
tiny forceps on long leashes could be the way 
to get to the heart of the problem—without 
cutting open the patient.
“In many situations, endoscopy is a very 
useful, minimally invasive v/ay to obtain 
samples for histopathology,” explains Dr. 
Rhonda Schulman, visiting clinical assistant 
professor in small animal medicine.
“For example, anorexia is the most 
common sign of gastrointestinal disease in 
companion animalfc, buc it could indicate a 
host of problems, from inflammatory bowel 
disease to neoplasia. Without a biopsy, you 
can’t make an accurate diagnosis,” she says.
For 20 years, the Small Animal Clinic 
has been offering endoscopy services to its 
clients as well as conducting a stringent train- • 
ing program in use of the equipment for 
i^s residents in internal medicine. Dr. 
Schulman, who completed a residency at 
Illinois in 1998, is now back as a faculty 
member after practicing in Mesa, Arizona.
Before residents at Illinois are allowed to 
perform the technique on their patients, they 
attend lectures by faculty, practice on dried 
lungsj and must pass oral and practical ex­
aminations. For the first year they performs 
endoscopies only under faculty supervision.
The Small Animal Clinic has equipment 
for viewing the lungs and nasal passages, 
gastrointestinal tract, bladder, and colon for 
patients ranging from little cats to very large 
dogs.
For about 2 years the Small Animal Clinic 
has also had laparoscopic equipment, which 
is similar to an endoscppe- except it is used 
within *the bpdy cavity rather than within 
an organ. It allows clinicians to, for example, 
take a larger biopsy of a liver than could be 
sampled with an ultrasound-guided needle.
While typically used for diagnostic pur­
poses, endoscopes have other uses. Some 
nasal fungal infections benefit from having 
medication delivered directly to the site of 
infection. With a snare attachment instead 
of the forceps, endoscopes offer a handy 
alternative to surgery for the removal of 
foreign objects.
“One poor patjent had a burr up his nose 
for a year before his owners brought him in 
for an investigation of the problem,” recalls 
Dr. Schulman. “We’ve extracted everything 
from a pork chop bone in the esophagus to 
a GI Joe toy in the small intestine.” ■
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